
February 2025   

     For Members of the  

   Worldwide Father Peyton Prayer Guild 
United in Prayer for a Spiritual Cause 

 

From the Vice Postulator/Guild Director 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

As Vice Postulator and Guild Director for the Cause of Venerable Patrick  

Peyton, I’ve had the honor and pleasure of celebrating Mass and speaking 

about Father Peyton in the United States and Europe. Each place and occa-

sion marked an anniversary or milestone in Father Peyton’s life, ministry, or 

Cause for Sainthood. 

 

This past November, Father 

Fred Jenga, C.S.C., president 

of Holy Cross Family Minis-

tries, and I were invited to 

speak at a Rosary Rally in the 

Diocese of Scranton, Pennsyl-

vania, USA. The occasion 

was to mark the 75th anniver-

sary of Father Peyton leading 

a Rosary Crusade and Rally 

to promote family Rosary 

prayer in the Diocese of 

Scranton, Pennsylvania. We 

were accompanied by members of the Holy Cross Family Ministries team and 

Father Willy Raymond, C.S.C., president emeritus. 

 

The setting was the beautiful Cathe-

dral of Saint Peter, which evoked a 

hope-filled spirit that Bishop Joseph C. 

Bambera noted in his opening  

remarks. Bishop Bambera said that he 

was moved to see so many people 

coming together to remember and to 

continue the work and message of  

Father Peyton, who said, “The Family 

That Prays Together Stays Together” 

and “A World At Prayer Is A World At 

Peace,” even when they could be  

doing many other things on a beautiful   

sunny day.  

 

 

Feast Days: 

• Feast of the Presenta-

tion of the Lord, Feb. 2 

• Memorial of St. Blaise, 

Feb. 3 

• Memorial of St. Agatha, 

Feb. 5  

• Memorial of St. Paul Miki 

and Companions, Feb. 6 

• Memorial of St. Jerome 

Emiliani, Feb. 8 

• Memorial of St. Scholas-

tica, Feb. 10 

• Memorial of Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Feb. 11 

• Memorial of Sts. Cyril 

and Methodius, Feb. 14 

• Memorial of The Seven 

Holy Founders of the 

Servite Order, Feb. 17 

• Memorial of St. Peter 

Damian, Feb. 21 

• Feast of the Chair of  

St. Peter the Apostle, 

Feb. 22 

• Memorial of St. Gregory 

of Narek, Feb. 27 

Continued on back 

“The Rosary is a Marian form of prayer par excellence … profitable for the faithful throughout many centuries.” 

- Venerable Patrick Peyton - 
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Bishop Joseph C. Bambera speaks to 

attendees at the Rosary Rally. 

Program for the Rosary Rally held in Scranton, 

Pennsylvania, USA, on November 16, 2024. 



The brightness of the cathedral, both in its col-

ors and natural light, was enhanced by the faith 

and hope evidenced by the many in attendance, 

through their piety and presence, which  

expressed confidence that God and our 

Blessed Mother hear their prayers. 

 

As I spoke, I reflected on the significance of us 

marking a key moment in the spiritual life of the 

Diocese of Scranton and the surrounding dio-

ceses in Pennsylvania that occurred 75 years 

ago, led by Father Peyton, who as a young man 

not only attended Mass in the Cathedral of Saint 

Peter, but also cleaned its floors, shoveled coal 

into the massive furnace, and painted its walls. 

 

It was moving to recall that a young Patrick Peyton rekindled his  

vocational call to the priesthood in this sacred place where we had 

come to remember, to give thanks to God, and to pray for our fami-

lies and friends. 

 

There are several spiritual lessons we can learn from this Rosary 

Rally. The first is the importance of family in teaching the faith and 

living it, including gathering to pray for one another; that was the 

foundation of young Patrick Peyton’s family and faith life. The sec-

ond is the power of God’s grace to work in unexpected moments, 

especially when we stay close to Him. And the third is how praying 

the Rosary with and for our families still resonates with the spiritual 

and relational needs of our time. 

 

In this new year, as members of the Father Peyton Prayer Guild, let 

us recommit ourselves to praying for Venerable Patrick Peyton’s 

Cause for Beatification and Canonization so that more and more 

families will hear and embrace his message to pray the Rosary  

together each day for God’s grace so as to grow closer to one  

another and to our Lord.  

 

In Jesus and Mary,  

 

Father David S. Marcham 

Vice Postulator/Guild Director 

P.S. If you want to watch the Scranton Rosary Rally online, including the reflections by Father Fred Jenga, 

C.S.C., and myself, please use this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eylbKzMydYA 
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A family leads a decade of the Rosary. 

Participants gathered together to pray and to hear about the life 

of Venerable Patrick Peyton. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eylbKzMydYA

